Autotomy of the enlarged pronotum of the membracid genera Oeda and Anchistrotus has been investigated in detail. It is described as a passive protecting adapt ion and com pared with other cases of autotomy in insects. The possible structure of breaking is given in Oeda by the general morphology of the pronotum. In Anchistrotus a suture is pre formed, and gives way as soon as the inflated part of the pronotum is compressed slightly; thereby any pressure on the inflated pronotum bends the suture in a mechanical way by transmission. Supposedly the autotomy helps Oeda and Anchistrotus especially to escape birds, which catch hold of the pronotum. 
